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and guarded against a sudden attack,    Since the flight of Hannibal the city
had forgotten the possibility of being again exposed to a siege'.

But the Romans had scarcely time to make these dispositions before the
Italians rushed impetuously upon them, and broke their lines in various
quarters. The consul Caesar was routed by Vettins Scato in Saranium, and
driven from the gates of JEsernia and Yenafrum, which he was anxious to
support. While the first of these places continued to hold out against a
rigorous blockade, the other was surrendered by treachery and its garrison
put to the sword. Mutilus defeated Perperna, turned to the left and threw
himself into Campania. Disregarding or masking the fortresses on his flanks

and rear, he traversed the country with
his troops, received the submission of
Nola, Paestum, Stabise, Salernum, mas-
sacring some of their defenders, and
pressing others into his own ranks,
But the hearts of the Campanians were
still with Rome. Naples, Xuceria,
Capua, and Aceme remained firm,
even while their territories were over-
run by the Samnite, their slaves libera-
ted and enlisted by thousands among
the soldiers of the confederacy.

The losses and disgraces of the Ko-
mans still crowded upon one another.
Lamponius defeated Crassus and recov-
ered Grumentum. the strongest place in
Lucania ; while Canusium and Yenusia
in the same quarter were taken by Juda-
cllins. Ccesar sustained a second defeat
from Egnatius in attempting to relieve
Acerrae, Pompeius received a check on
the frontiers of Umbria, and lastly the
consul Rutiiius, drawn into an ambus-
cade by Yettius Scato, was routed and
slain on the Tolenus with a large part
of his forces. Marius, who was posted
lower down the stream, was advertised
of his general's disaster by the corpses
wafted past him by the descending cur-
rent. He promptly crossed the river,
and took possession of the enemy's camp in their rear, while they were still
occupied in gathering the trophies of their victory* But the success of this
brilliant manoeuvre failed to compensate even one of the many discomfitures
the arms of the republic had received.

The spirits of the victors of so many encounters were elated to the
highest pit<&. The Etruscans and Umbrians began to falter in their alle-
giance to Rome, while the envoys of the Italians were seeking a more distant
and still more formidable alliance at the court of Mithridates, king of
Pontus, a chieftain whose power and resources the republic had not yet
learned to measure. The Romans on their part, though neither dismayed
nor disconcerted, began to feel the imminence of their danger. The sense of
peril restored, perhaps, their national feelings of pride and mutual confidence.
The bodies of the consul and the brave officers who had fallen had been
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